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Gov. Hickenlooper visits Prairie Heights Middle  
 
As part of Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper’s last few months in office, the official and his staff 
visited Prairie Heights Middle School Monday to hear about the school’s successes and to talk about 
his hopes for education in Colorado, even after he leaves office in January. 
 
The governor is traveling around the state meeting with constituents in various organizations as he 
finishes out his second term in office. Part of the reason for these visits is to gather information to 
write a transition plan for Colorado’s next governor. About 40 community members, Board of 
Education members, students and District 6 staff listened to the governor speak and answer questions 
from the audience Monday morning. 
 
Gov. Hickenlooper asked Prairie Heights Principal Dr. Dawn Hillman to explain what it took to take 
Prairie Heights from one of the lowest performing schools in the state to one of the highest. Dr. 
Hillman became emotional when she talked about having high expectations for all students and 
supporting them to reach their goals. 
 
“It’s really easy to forget what your kids can achieve,” Dr. Hillman said. “They deserve high 
expectations no matter what.” 
 
Gov. Hickenlooper talked about how students and their learning needs have changed over the years. 
He said it is more important than ever that students have opportunities for apprenticeships and 
internships, something District 6 has been focusing on in recent years.  
 
He also said K-12 education needs more resources, including higher wages for teachers. 
 
“We have to invest in our kids more significantly,” Gov. Hickenlooper said. 
 
Superintendent Dr. Deirdre Pilch introduced the governor. She said it is nice to see state officials 
recognizing the great work happening in District 6. 
 
“We have the right focus and the right people in place doing the hard work for our students,” she said. 
“Their success academically, socially and emotionally is the best pay back we could ever hope for. And 
we appreciate all our partners in the community and at the state who have supported us in this work. 
We still have much to do and that motivates us to continue improving.” 
 

### 


